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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 2802 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, SHUM, UN, RU 

SUBJECT: REPORTED SOVIET REQUEST FOR NEW HUMAN RIGHTS 
DIVISION STAFF POSITION 

1 . WE HAVE IT FROM AMERICAN IN UN UNDER SECRETARY GENERAL 
BUFFUM'S OFFICE THAT SOVIET REP CALLED ON BUFFUM AUGUST 30 
TO REQUEST ESTABLISHMENT OF A THIRD DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS DIVISION (HRD), AND TO ASK THAT IT BE FILLED BY 
A SOVIET NATIONAL. SEVERAL SIMILAR APPROACHES BY SOVIETS 
HAVE BEEN MADE PREVIOSULY TO HRD DIRECTOR. BUFFUM REPORTEDLY 
REPLIED THAT ANY SUCH ACTION WOULD HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY 
UNGA BECAUSE OF BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS. 

2. ACCORDING AMERICAN IN BUFFUM'S OFFICE, HRD FEARS FOR 
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ITS COMMUNICATIONS, SHOULD A SOVIET 
NATIONAL GAIN POSITION OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR. 
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